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WHAT TS CLAIMED IS: 



An image processing apparatus comprising 
extraction means for extracting a pixel signal of a 
defective pixel included in image pickup mean^ having a 
plurality of pixels and determining a defective pixel; and 
block- forming means for forming positional information 
of a plurality of the defective pixels ^determined by said 
extraction means into a block. 



2. An image processing appafratus according to claim 1, 
further comprising storage mea^s for storing the positional 
information of the def ectiv^/^ pixels of the image pickup 
means in units of blocks fbrmed by said block-forming means. 

3. An image processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said block ytorming means forms the positional 
information of tl>fe plurality of defective pixels of the 
image pickup me^ns into the block by coding the positional 
information qf the defective pixels. 



4. An image processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
whereir/ said block- forming means forms the positional 
infomiation of the plurality of defective pixels of the 
image pickup means into the block by using run-length coding, 
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5. An Image processing apparatus according to claiin^l , 
wherein the block comprises positional information of pixels 
in the image pickup means required for correcting the / 
defective pixel signals. / 

6. An image processing apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising correction means for correcting the 
defective pixel signals in units of blocks ^included in said 
image-pickup means by using the positional- information of 
the defective pixel signals stored in j^id storage means. 

7. An image processing apparatus comprising: 
storage means for storing, Tin units of blocks, 

positional information of a plurality of defective pixels 
included in image pickup m^ns having a plurality of pixels; 
and / 

correction means tou correcting defective pixel signals 
of the defective pixels in the image pickup means in units 
of blocks by usin<g the positional information of the 
defective pixels stored in said storage means. 

8. An/ image processing apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein said storage means stores the positional information 
of the defective pixels in the image pickup means in units 
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of blocks by coding the positional information of tne 
defective pixels in the image pickup means. 

9. An image processing apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein said storage means stores the positional information 
of the defective pixels in the image pickup means which are 
formed into the block by using run-lengtti coding. 




m 
m 



10. An image processing apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein the block comprises positional information of pixels 
required for correcting defecti^56 pixel signals of the 
defective pixels in the image /t)ickup means . 

11. An image processing method comprising: 
a first step of extnracting a defective pixel signal of 

a defective pixel included in image pickup means having a 
plurality of pixels 5/ and 

a second step/of forming positional information of a 
plurality of defective pixels included in the image pickup 
means into a bJ/ock based on the extracted defective pixel 
signals . 



12. An image processing method according to claim 11, 
wherein ^aid second step forms the positional information of 
the defective pixels into the block by coding the positional 



information of the defective pixels. 



13. An image processing method according to/claim 11, 
wherein said second step forms the positional information of 
the defective pixels into the block by using /run- length 
coding . / 

14. An image processing method according to claim 11, 
wherein the block comprises positional information of pixels 
having pixel signals required for correcting the defective 
pixel signals . / 

15. An image processing^ method according to claim 11, 
further comprising a thirdy4tep of correcting, in units of 
blocks, the defective pixel signals of the defective pixels 
included in the image mckup means by using the positional 
information of the defective pixels in the image pickup 
means formed into tMe block. 

16. An image processing method comprising: 

a first st(ep of reading, in units of blocks, positional 
information </f a plurality of defective pixels included in 
image pickup means having a plurality of pixels; and 

a secsond step of correcting defective pixel signals of 
the defefctive pixels included in the image pickup means in 



units of blocks . 



17. An image processing method according to claim 16, 
wherein the positional information of the def ective^ pixels 
in the image pickup means comprises coded information. 

18. An image processing method accordin^g to claim 16, 
wherein the positional information of the ydef ective pixels 
in the image pickup means comprises information using run- 
length coding. / 

19. An image processing method according to claim 16, 
wherein the block comprises posi/rional information of pixels 
having pixel signals required /tor correcting the defective 
pixel signals. / 

20. A storage medimm for storing a program which 
comprises : / 

a first step of/extracting a defective pixel signal of 
a defective pixel /ncluded in image pickup means having a 
plurality of pisoBls; and 

a second sxep of forming positional information of a 
plurality of /defective pixels included in the image pickup 
means into ya block based on the extracted defective pixel 
signals. / 



- 22 - 

21. A storage mediiam according to claim 20, whererin 
said second step forms the positional information of/the 
defective pixels into the block by coding the posirional 
information of the defective pixels. / 

22. A storage medium according to claam 20, wherein 
said second step forms the positional information of the 
defective pixels into the block by usii^g run-length coding. 

23. A storage medium accordimg to claim 20, wherein 
said program further comprises ya third step of including 
positional information of pixels having pixel signals 
required for correcting ttefe defective pixel signals in the 
block. / 

24. A storager medium according to claim 20, wherein 
said program comprises a fourth step of correcting, in units 
of blocks, tho^def ective pixel signals of the defective 
pixels inclined in the image pickup means by using the 
positional information of the defective pixels in the image 
pickup/means formed into the block. 



25. A storage medium for storing a program which 
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a first step of reading, in units of blocks, position 
infoirmation of a plurality of defective pixels included 
image pickup means having a plurality of pixels; and 

a second step of correcting defective pixel siOT^als of 
the defective pixels included in the image pickupy^eans in 
units of blocks . 




26. A recording medium according to c^/him 25, wherein 
said first step forms the positional inf ojzxnation of the 
defective pixels in the image pickup me^ns into the block by 
coding the positional information of ^he defective pixels in 
the image pickup means . 

27. A storage medium according to claim 25, wherein 
said program further comprises a third step of forming the 
positional information of/the defective pixels in the image 
pickup means into the biock by using run-length coding. 



28. A storage/medium according to claim 25, wherein 
said program furtller comprises a fourth step of including 
positional information of pixels having pixel signals 
required for qorrecting the defective pixel signals in the 
block. 



29. /An image processing system comprising: 
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image pickup means having a plurality of pixels fa 
picking up an image of a subject; / 

an image processing apparatus for perf orminq/image 
processing of an image signal from said image/pickup means, 
comprising : / 

storage means for storing, in/units of blocks, 
positional information of a plurality of defective pixels 
included in said image pickup me^ns having a plurality of 
pixels ; and X 

correction means for correcting defective pixel 
signals of the defective/pixels in the image pickup means in 
units of blocks by using the positional information of the 
defective pixels stewed in said storage means; 

a monitor fo^c monitoring the image signal processed by 
said image processing apparatus; 

a network for transmitting the image signal processed 
by said image processing apparatus; and 

an^ image database, connected to said network, for 
storimg the image signal. 



